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Guidelines for Ph.D. Program 

Department of 

Materials and 

Optoelectronic Science



Duration and Credits for Ph.D. Program

 Duration: 2 to 7 years

 Required Credits:
 Ph.D. Program: 21 credits + 4 credits of Seminar
 Direct admission from master's Program: 33 credits + 4 credits of Seminar 
 Direct admission from bachelor's Program: 42 credits + 4 credits of Seminar

Noted:
 Up to 6 credits for “Independent study“.
 Up to 12 credits can be  waived by transferring course credits taken in their undergraduate 

or master study periods

 Fall Semester: 8/1~1/31 ;  Spring Semester:2/1~7/31
 Enrolled in Fall Semester: One Academic Year 8/1~7/31
 Enrolled in Spring Semester: One Academic Year 2/1~1/31
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Designated Course and 
Doctoral Candidate 

Qualifying Examination
Completing Academic Research Ethics Education Course

Dissertation Proposal 
Review

Fulfilling the NSYSU English 
Qualification Standards

Publishing 2 SCI articles
Giving a presentation in  

“Seminar”

Doctoral Degree 
Examination

Leaving school

Students enrolled in the Fall Semester of 2026 Academic Year and 
onwards:

• The student must be listed as the first author with the exception of 
the student’s advisor, and the advisor must be the 
corresponding author.

• The student’s department should be Department of Materials 
and Optoelectronic Science, National Sun Yat-sen University.

• The two SCI articles cannot be review articles.

2nd
If you have Co-Advisor(s), it shall be applied before Dissertation Proposal Review

• Graduate Advisor Agreement

• Designated Course and Doctoral Candidate Qualifying Examination Form

https://ethics.moe.edu.tw/
https://moes.nsysu.edu.tw/static/file/206/1206/img/384695116.docx


Doctoral Candidate Qualifying Examination

Designated Course

General Materials
Optoelectronic

Science
Polymer Materials

• Soft materials
• Physical properties of polymers OR Electron microscopy for 

soft materials
• Synthesis and reactions of polymers或電子顯

• Condensed matter 
theory

• Electromagnetism and 
quantum physics

• Wave optics

• Metallurgical thermodynamics
• Phase transformation in solids
• Electron microscopy OR X-ray 

diffraction

• At the first semester of enrollment:

1. The advisor selects five required courses.

2. Include at least three of the above-
designated courses.

3. The designated courses must not all 
belong to the same field.

• For those who do not pass the review:

1. Take a written exam for the three required 
courses.

2. A passing score is 70 or above.

3. One retest is allowed.

4. Deadline: Before the end of the first 
semester of the second academic year for 
Ph.D. students.

• After one year of coursework (two years for part-
time students), the review criteria are as follows:

1. Pass all five courses.

2. Achieve a grade of A- or above in at least 
three required courses.

3. Achieve a grade of A- or above in at least 
two designated courses.

Important Notes: 
**Under two circumstances can change the selected courses (1. change 
of advisor 2. the course didn’t open), please obtain your advisor’s 
signature, and submit the form again to the department office, and the 
selection must be approved at the department affairs meeting **

**If one of the five required courses is offered outside of the department, 
the course must have at least 15 students and its selection must be 
approved at the department affairs meeting**



Dissertation Proposal Review

 NSYSU Thesis/Dissertation Format Regulations

 The proposal must pass review by the end of their Second Academic Year of study (Three Academic Year for part-time student)

 Review committee must compose of 3 faculty members, recommended by the advisor(s) and approved by the department chair. 
Eligible faculty members must serve at a position of assistant professor or higher. 

 If student change the advisor, the student needs to do the proposal again after six months from the date of changing

 Student who fails the first attempt of dissertation proposal defense may reattempt the defense one time; however, it still needs to 
be passed by the end of their Second Academic Year of study. Upon a second failure, a student cannot continue in this program.

 One week before the proposal oral examination, please submit:

1. Doctoral Dissertation Research Plan Proposal Application Form

2. One copy of the Dissertation Proposal

3. Reserve a classroom online

 After the proposal oral examination, please submit the Doctoral Dissertation Research Plan Review Results.

Note:

• For students enrolled in Fall Semester:

Second Academic Year ends at July 31st

• For students enrolled in Spring Semester:

Second Academic Year ends at January 31st

https://law.nsysu.edu.tw/rule/rul_vie?rul=20190816141940
https://moes.nsysu.edu.tw/p/412-1206-13693.php?Lang=zh-tw
https://moes.nsysu.edu.tw/p/412-1206-13693.php?Lang=zh-tw


Plagiarism Detection 
Checker

Similarity Report for 
Dissertation

Draft of the Dissertation  

Upload to 

The similarity index for the dissertation, excluding the introduction, 
references, table of contents, and attachments, is checked to ensure 
that the overall originality similarity index does not exceed 12%.

If your index exceeds 12%, your advisor need to sign on it.

Postgraduate Defense Online Application

Print the relevant forms 
for the degree 

examination application 
and submit them along 

with other documents to 
the department office.

• The Ph.D. Degree Examination Committee is comprised of 5 to 9 
members with at least 1 member invited from another university

• Members of the Ph.D. Degree Examination Committee should not 
only possess research expertise in the area related to the Ph.D. 
candidate's researched field but also have one of the following 
qualifications:

1. Have previously held the position or now hold the position of 
professor or associate professor.

2. Be a Fellow of the Academia Sinica, or be or have previously been a 
Research Fellow or Associate Research Fellow of the Academia Sinica.

3. Hold a Ph.D. degree and have made significant academic 
contributions.

• The qualification criteria for item 3 above shall be defined by 
the council of each department, institute, college (degree 
program council) which awards degrees.

Application of the Doctoral Degree Examination

Need to be sent and checked by the committee 
members and advisor a week before your oral defense

Please remember to confirm with your advisor about 
whether the dissertation would be immediately 
disclosure or embargoed with reasons applied

For dissertation needs to be Embargoed,
Please remember to download NSYSU Application for 
Embargo of Thesis/Dissertation (For National Central 
Library Use) (https://oaa.nsysu.edu.tw/p/404-1003-
360219.php?Lang=zh-tw)

**ALL OF YOUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS** need to sign on 
2 copies of NSYSU Thesis and Dissertation authorization 
form + 1 copy of NSYSU Application for Embargo of 
Thesis/Dissertation (For National Central Library Use) 

After the confirmation by the Office of Academic Affairs, 
The department will prepared documents you need during your oral defense, which includes:
1. Oral Defense Grade Sheet
2. Dissertation Acceptance Certificate
3. Two copies of NSYSU Thesis and Dissertation authorization form
4. Receipt for the oral defense committee members
5. Grading Sheets for each committee members 
6. Certificate of Appointment as an Oral Defense Committee Member (If Needed)

Embargoed Reason for example:
Portions of this dissertation are currently under journal review or 
being prepared for submission and remain unpublished. We kindly 
request approval for embargoed

**Please start your application 2-3 weeks prior to your oral defense date** 

https://lis.nsysu.edu.tw/p/405-1001-244717,c15281.php?Lang=en
https://selcrs.nsysu.edu.tw/edu_apply/edu_apply_login.asp
https://oaa.nsysu.edu.tw/p/404-1003-360219.php?Lang=zh-tw


Postgraduate Defense Online Application

1. Log in to this system to apply for the degree 
examination

2. Print the Degree Examination Application 
Form along with the academic transcripts.

https://selcrs.nsysu.edu.tw/edu_apply/edu_apply_login.asp


Postgraduate Defense Online Application

Click “Defense apply”

https://selcrs.nsysu.edu.tw/edu_apply/edu_apply_login.asp


Postgraduate Defense Online Application

Current Position in Our University, Our Department
Former Position in Our University, Our Department
Current Position Outside the University
Former Position Outside the University
Current Position in Our University, Other Department
Former Position in Our University, Other Department

Name Affiliation Affiliation Position

Highest Educational Attainment

Ph.D.

Advisor/Convener

Date of Passing the Qualifying Examination for Ph.D. Candidacy

https://selcrs.nsysu.edu.tw/edu_apply/edu_apply_login.asp


Notes for Degree Examination

Before applying for the oral defense, 
please ensure that the department 
office has the following documents:

Two weeks before the oral defense, please submit
After the oral defense, please 
submit

Designated Course and Qualifying 

Examination Review Form

 Doctoral Dissertation Research Plan 

Review Results.

 Proof of meeting the English 

proficiency requirement.

 Proof of the publishing 2 SCI articles 

of the doctoral candidate

 Proof of giving a presentation in  

“Seminar”

Academic Ethics Education Course 

Certificate of Completion

 Degree Examination Application Form

For committee members who are not or have not been 

professors, associate professors, Academia Sinica

academicians, researchers, or associate researchers, please 

submit their resumes, business cards, etc., for qualification 

review. (As convening a meeting requires time, it is 

essential to submit this information well in advance.)

 Full transcripts

 Course enrollment records (If you’ve selected courses

this semester)

Originality Report on Draft of Dissertation (with 

advisor’s signature)

 Oral Defense Grade Sheet 

 Dissertation Acceptance 

Certificate

 Receipts from the oral 

defense committee members

Reference: Required Documents Checklist (https://moes.nsysu.edu.tw/p/412-1206-20568.php?Lang=en)

https://moes.nsysu.edu.tw/static/file/206/1206/img/384695116.docx
https://moes.nsysu.edu.tw/p/412-1206-20568.php?Lang=en


Leaving School
Pass the Oral Defense & Submit Dissertation Acceptance Certificate

To check leaving status, please visit the website and follow the 
leaving procedures outlined by each division

Note:
Graduation and thesis submission procedures for 
postgraduate students (Library): 
https://lis.nsysu.edu.tw/p/412-1001-22345.php

Copy of Dissertation (softcover)
• Departmental subsidy for one copy of 

paperback color printing (Tax ID 
Number: 76211194)

• Note: Library and Academic Affairs 
Office each require a separate copy.

• For embargoed publication, please 
attach the National Central Library Use 
form (do not bind) and submit it to the 
Office of Academic Affairs

NSYSU The Statement of Academic Ethics Form
(If index exceeds 12%, need advisor’s sign)

(https://oaa.nsysu.edu.tw/var/file/3/1003/img/1295
/Form_R_026.pdf)

2 Disks including:
• Dissertation  in both WORD and 

PDF formats
• Originality Report on Graduate 

Dissertation (with advisor’s 
signature)

• Photos from the oral defense

MOES PhD Student School Leaving Form
(https://moes.nsysu.edu.tw/p/412-1206-

20568.php?Lang=en)

Please complete the departmental departure procedures by submitting

Originality Report on Graduate 
Dissertation with advisor’s signature

Receipt for One Copy of Department-Subsidized 
Dissertation
1. Please ask the copy shop owner to state the item (影印
費) and cost on the receipt.
2. The student needs to sign in the bottom right corner of 
the receipt.

http://140.117.13.70/graduate/
https://lis.nsysu.edu.tw/p/412-1001-22345.php
https://oaa.nsysu.edu.tw/var/file/3/1003/img/1295/Form_R_026.pdf
https://moes.nsysu.edu.tw/p/412-1206-20568.php?Lang=en


After completing the departmental leaving procedures, you can proceed to complete other 
required divisions:
• Property Management Division, Office of General Affairs
• Vehicle Management Committee
• Library
• Counseling and Health Service Division, Office of Student Affairs.
• Campus Housing Service Division(Exempt for Non-Residents), Office of Student Affairs.
• Division of Overseas and International Degree Student Affairs, Office of International 

Affairs.
• Registration Division, Office of Academic Affairs.

Note: Please wait until the 
Office of Academic Affairs 
checkpoint turns green 
before you go ahead and 
collect your graduation 
certificate. If it hasn't 
turned green, it means the 
certificate is still being 
produced.

Leaving School
(https://oaa.nsysu.edu.tw/p/404-1003-19938.php?Lang=zh-tw)


